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Dear Sir: § 2 

This Amendment is in response to the Office Action mailed Decembe§4,2002 (Paper 
No. 1 0). The Applicant respectfully requests entry of the below amendmentsgnd new 
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claims, and reconsideration of the objections and rejections in view of these amendments and 
the following remarks. As a result of the amendments and new claims, Claims 1-46 and 48- 
100 are pending. Claim 47 has been canceled, claim 94 has been amended and new claim 
100 added. 

In addition, Applicant reports that on January 29, 2003, the undersigned attorney had 
a telephone conversation with Examiner Jackson to discuss the impropriety of the finality of 
the Office Action mailed December 4, 2002, under MPEP 706.07(a). The undersigned 
attorney pointed out that in the Office Action the Examiner included a rejection based on 
newly cited art, Tsukamoto et al. (US 6,063,462), that was neither necessitated by applicant's 
amendment of the claims nor based on information submitted in an information disclosure 
statement. Examiner Jackson agreed that the Office Action was improperly made final and 
that the finality would be withdrawn upon filing of an Amendment or Response. Examiner 
Jackson also advised the undersigned to reference this conversation in the response to the 
Office Action. Applicants have relied upon the Examiner's statement in the timing of the 
filing of this response. 

To the extent that the Examiner is now unable to withdraw the finality of the 
rejections made in the last Office Action, applicant hereby requests continued examination 
under 37 CFR §1.114. Applicant authorizes the Commissioner to charge the fee under 37 
CFR § 1.17(e) to Deposit Account No. 23-1925. A duplicate copy of this paper is attached. 



